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I.  LOC>*ION 


6 Sapt«ober  50  09/062C 

1 FBlrchild  ATO.  Vashinjcton 

t.  SOURCE 

to.  CONCLUSION 

KUltaiy 

Aetio  (HETECR) 

4.  NUMRER  OP  OBJECTS 

One 

Evaluated  as  a meteor  observation* 

5.  LENGTH  OP  OBSERVATION 

11.  BRIEP  SUMMARY  AND  ANALYSIS 

Few  Second  • 

Object  vaa  a blulah-^lte  about  the  alee  of  an  auto  heac 

light  approaching  the  field  from  the  North*  Observer  watched 

«.  TYPE  OP  OBSERVATION 

Olound-Vleu  al 

it  as  it  jmesed  over  the  Western  edge  of  the  field  where  It 
enlarged  in  eise^  emitted  ''simrto*'  in  the  form  of  a trail  fcr 

7i  COURSE ^ — 

—A^fMLJUOonda  and  then  abiuptlor  went  out*  No  sound* 

SVf 

/ 

e.  PHOTOS 

D Y*» 

UN* 

f.  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE 

• 

□ Y«t 

• 

• 

XCH^ 

tJNCLASSIFIED^  „ 


hours 
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Capt.  and  Fortnoy  vrere  returning  from  the  city  of  i>pokane  to 
I'Ai'bm  Capt.  I'ortney  was  driving  vsest  on  Hlghvay  2 about  one  mile'  or  less 
from  the  eaatorn  edge  of  the  field  when  Lirs*  Fortney  observed  a bluish 
white  light  approaching  the  car  from  the  northeast.  The  light  was  moving 
at  "high  speed"  and  come  at  the  car  so  directly  th&t  iftra,  Fortney  became 
frightened  for  fear  it  would  strike  the  car.  It  passed  over»  howeveri 
and  proceeded  on  a course  overflying  the  runways  and  hangar  area  of 
FAFB.  According  to  Mrs.  Portney,  the  light  increased  in  size  (from  that 
of  an  auto  headlight  to  twice  the  size)  over  the  hangar  area»  emitting 
sparks  in  a fiery  trail  appearing  in  various  colors  other  than  bluo*white 
which  it  had  been.  At  that  timoi  the  light  suddenly  wsnt  out.  ho  other 
observations  were  made,  ho  sound  was  heard.  The  course  was  roughly  Kis 
to  BVi  end  travel  wea  parallel  to  the  ground  at  a low  altitude,  ho  air*- 
craft  were  in  the  vicinity  at  that  time.  Capt.  Fortney  did  not  observe 
the  phenomenon  as  he  was  concentrating  on  driving  and  had  his  sun  visor 
down  (reason  miknown) 


Clifford  L.  Ponsnoss  1st  Lt  (ptlotK 


hous 


Lt.  Ponsness  was  returning  to  his  quarters  from  the  home  of  a friend, 
walking  north  on  a street  in  the  officer  liousing  area  when  he  observed  a 
bluish-white  light  eoou'C  the  size  of  an  auto  headlight  approsching  the 
field  from  the  north.  Ha  watched  it  as  it  passed  over  the  western  edge 
of  the  field  where  it  enlarged  in  size,  emitted  "sF>arks"  in  the  form  of 
a trail  for  a few  seconds  end  then  abruptly  went  out.  The  time  was  , 
approximately  2220.  No  sounds  were  heard.  No  aircraft  wore  in  the  vicinity 
of  tho  field  at  tho  time.  The  course  of  the  object  was  from  the  NC  to  . 
over  P'AFB,  parallelir.g  the  earth  at  approximately  "1^0  miles  per  hour". 


Oardinier._i.ajor.  (observer,) J._l 


Major  Cardlnier  was  relaxing  in  tho  back  yurd  of  his  home  in  the  ex- 
tr«».T.e  corner  of  the  city  of  Spokane  when  he  noticed  three  strange  objects 
appearing  out  of  the  NTi.  Kis  first  impression  was  that  they  were  extra 
Ic-r^c  pieces  of  cardboard  or  wrapping  papor  tuiabllng  about  in  an  oversize 
"dust  devil",  about  2000'  above  the  terrain.  Continued  obsezvation,  how- 
ever. 


to  indicate  that  the  objects  were  hold  aloft  by  a force  other 
than  air  currents.  They  reacted  in  s manner  indicating  motive  power  of 
their  own.  All  three  objects  acted  independently  and  highly  erratically. 
For  example,  one  object  woxild  move  up  while  another  would  move  down  and 
the  third  sideways. 

s 

After  watching  the  objects  for  two  or  three  minutes,  Major  Gardinier 
colled  to  his  wife  to  bring  s monocular  (6X23)  from  the  house.  V.hen  Mrs. 
Gardinier  ret\irned  with  the  glass  only  one  of  tho  objects  could  bo  seen, 
thi  other  two  having  departed  in  the  direction  of  Fairchild  Air  Force  Base. 
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Both  Gordinier  ond  a nelghbori  Urs.  Lovvoll  Allen,  observed  the  third 
object  as  It  climbed  and  dianppeared  toward  FAIB*  Major  Gardinier  described 
the  objects  as  rather  flat,  pancake^shaped,  20  to  30  foot»Across,  2 to  6 
fecit  in  depth.  Y<hen  first  sighted  they  appeared  a khaki  tan  in  color  but 
throu«;h  the  monocular  appocred  a metallic  bronze.  Observation  was  dif- 
ficult because  the  objects  were  constantly  quivering  end  oscillating  in 
the  air.  They  were  capable  of  abrupt  changes  of  direction  and  speed,  yet 
could  also  hang  motionless  In  the  air  except  for  the  quivering  motion.  No 
sounds  were  heard*  The  weather  was  CAVU.  Neither  r.>rs.  Gardinier  nor  the 
neighbor  could  identify  the  objects.  No  dust  or  other  debris  was  asso- 
doted  with  them  and  no  trail,  smoko,  or  flame  could  be  seen.  They  appear- 
ed from  the  Nh  "as  though  following  the  course  of  the  Spokane  River"  until 
they  were  abreast  of  the  KA  corner  of  the  city  of  Spo^cane,  orbiting  there 
for  apj^oxlmetely  five  minutes  and  then  proceeding  6V<  almost  directly 
toward  F/i’B.  All  three  objects  appe&v«d  to  have  a high  rate  of  speed,  dif- 
ficult to  estimate  because  of  lack  of  referance  as  to  size  end  distance 
away.  Mo  further  observations  were  reported. 
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BA  fr  57  AD,  Fll«  921D, 
DINC  350D][no  data) 


gs  ot  Unusual  Objaeti 
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BEUDQUAnr.TtS  SZ^TECIC  AZR  COIT^D,  OfAitt  Air  Foros  Base,  Oaaha,  Nebr 

180CT— 5l * 


180CT--5I ' 

TOt  Direotor  of  Intelligenoe,  Headquarters  DSAF,  lashington  25,  D.  C* 
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Unclassified 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


8622 


Unusual 


IDC  350  (no  data) 


1st  Ind 


KEADQUkRTEHS  FIFTEOITH  AIR  FORCE,  Karch  Air  Force  Base,  California 

1 1 OCT  S*i 

TOt  Connandlng  General,  Strategic  Air  Coiaaand,  Offutt  Air  Force  Base, 
Onaha,  Nebraska 


!•  Forwarded  for  your  information. 

2.  The  37th  Air  Division  has  been  instructed  that  in  the  case  of 
future  sightings  any  information  of  a potential  intelligence  value  will 
be  reported  in  accordance  with  Air  Force  Regulation  200-15  where  no 
established  report  and  procedure  is  involved. 


n/o 


STANLEY  U . 

USAF 

Ar^st  Adjutant  General 


